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A who’s who of great comedians will grace the
Tidemark Theatre stage at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6.

And they’ll be brought to you in the body of one man,
Brad Zinn.

Zinn’s The Great Comedians is a heartfelt salute to
his childhood heroes that includes generous portions
of comedy, music, rope spinning, audience
participation and extended impressions of Johnny
Carson, George Burns, Jack Benny and Will
Rogers. 

Zinn’s impressions also include W.C. Fields,
Groucho Marx, Jimmy Durante, George Jessel and
Red Skeleton.

The show begins with Brad’s own comedy and
interactions with the audience, followed by a
memorable Tonight Show visit with Carnac, the
Magnificent (Johnny Carson) that leads smoothly
into a visit from the inventor of the topical monologue
- Will Rogers.  Rogers enters spinning a rope and
regales the audience with witty observations from the
world of current events circa 1932.  Amazingly,
Rogers’s satire sounds as though it could have been
ripped straight from today’s headlines.

Next is an uncanny recreation of George Burns. 
Burns talks about his early years in show business
up to the time when he met and married Gracie Allen
and they became an instant success.  Burns warbles
a memorable vaudeville tune or two and finishes with a poignant “Say goodnight Gracie” Gracie’s voice is
heard to cheerily reply, “Goodnight.” 

The only person that can follow George Burns is, of course, his old friend Jack Benny. 

Benny (as portrayed by Zinn) strolls onstage with horn-rim glasses and violin in hand.  After leading the
audience in singing Happy Birthday, Benny hilariously explains how he raises money for symphony
orchestras.  He ends with his famous violin solo, Love in Bloom.

The beloved Red Skeleton concludes the evening with his signature “Good night and God Bless.”

Zinn’s The Great Comedians is sure to delight Canadian audiences and bring back a flood of wonderful,
warm memories of that golden age of comedy.  We are proud to finally be able to present this world-class
production in B.C.
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